University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2019-08-15

The Weekly Challenger : 2019 : 08 : 15
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2019 : 08 : 15" (2019). Newspaper collection. 1226.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/1226

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

The Weekly Challenger
KEEPING YOU CONNECTED TO YOUR COMMUNITY
VOL. 51 NO. 43

AUGUST 15 - AUGUST 21, 2019

50¢

Charles
Felton Sr.:
A serving
heart

IN THIS
WEEK

PAGE 2
COMMUNITY NEWS

Affordable
housing plan

Fifteen high-school-aged interns spent the summer gardening, learning how
to start a business from the ground up all while earning a salary during the
Youth Farm summer pilot program housed at the Enoch Davis Center.

Youth Farm growing
gardens and entrepreneurs
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer
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Chill by the Grill

ST. PETERSBURG — The
new Youth Farm project at the
Enoch Davis Center finished its
summer pilot program in July and
will start up again Sept. 9. It aims
to empower youth to lead urban
agriculture projects under community guidance and resources.
From June 10-July 18, 15 highschool-aged interns attended the
Youth Farm pilot program with 18
instructors covering a variety of
areas such as leadership, entrepreneurship, cooperatives, food
prep safety, farm designs, farming
and creative writing.
During the six-week pilot, the
youth visited nine gardens including Agrihood, Bartlett Park
Community Garden and Greens
and Things Urban Farm. Activities included clearing areas,
planting, learning about com-

posting, harvesting fresh fruits
and trying a variety of plants.
The pilot also allowed youth
ambassadors to meet prominent
community leaders such as Senator Darryl Rouson, Mayor Rick
Kriseman, County Commissioner
Ken Welch, Deputy Mayor Dr.
Kanika Tomalin, local historian
Gwendolyn Reese and City Councilwoman Lisa Wheeler-Bowman.
The most distinctive part of
the farm project is not just
teaching teens about gardening
but teaching them how to create
and manage a business through
the cooperative model.
“It is a very youth-led, youthdriven program,” Carla Bristol,
the collaboration manager, said.
Bristol was hired in late May
as the collaboration manager for
the Youth Farm. She is also responsible for the Food Systems
Center at Pinellas Technical
College. She wants to impart

her knowledge and experience
in business, community building and business development
with the youth.
As for gardening, she describes herself as “at best an
accidental gardener.” Growing
up in the Caribbean, she would
often pick bushes to make tea.
Although the farming aspect is new for her, working and
supporting youth isn’t. She has
a long history of mentoring
youth going back to her days in
corporate America leading back
to New York.
The Youth Farm began when
the City of St. Petersburg collaborated with University of Florida’s
Institute of Food and Agricultural
Science Extension Family Nutrition Program and TASCO (Teen
Arts, Sports, and Cultural Opportunities) conducted a survey in
the summer of 2017.
See FARM, page 9
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Rev. Rickey Houston: 15 years
of tending his flock
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — Rev. Dr.
Rickey L. Houston celebrated
his 15th anniversary as the
senior pastor of Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church July 28.
The celebration started
early Sunday morning when
guest minister Craig E. White
Sr., the senior pastor of
Bethany Baptist Church in Atlanta, brought down the house
with a sermon anchored on
Psalms 23. It then moved to
Banquet Masters in Clearwater where a packed room enjoyed great food, music and
dance in the name of the Lord.
Deacon Breht Dennard
presided over the affair with
his folksy brand of humor,
while Sister Jill Williams welcomed the guess to spend the
afternoon with “a man after
God’s own heart and his beautiful wife.”
Dr. Houston was born in
Cherokee, Ala., and joined the
United States Air Force after a
year and a half of college in

Rev. Rickey Houston and First Lady Helen Houston
were showered with gifts at their
15th pastor anniversary celebration.
1979. His first assignment as
an administrative clerk took
him MacDill Air Force Base.
While stationed in Tampa, he
received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Management.
In 1986, he was commissioned a second lieutenant and
served in various locations
around the world. After more
than 30 years in the air force,

Rev. Houston retired in 2004.
In his spiritual career, Rev.
Houston received his license
to preach on Nov. 8, 1987, at
the church he grew up in in Alabama. He was later ordained
on Jan. 15, 1989, at Mt. Gillard
Missionary Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Ala.
See CELEBRATE, page 3

Charles Felton Sr.
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — First Baptist Church of St. Petersburg was
filled Saturday, Aug. 3 with dignitaries, colleagues and community
leaders who came out to pay their
last respects to Charles Felton Sr.
The homegoing celebration was a
tribute to his life and the impact he
made on others.
Felton Sr. died Thursday, July
25 in Atlanta at the age of 75. While
Carletha, his wife of 53 years and
the love of his life, prepared breakfast in preparation for their daily activities, Charles peacefully slept
away to glory.
“We have tried to reach out personally, but sometimes Facebook is
an easy way to let the world know
about a great loss,” wrote his daughter Attorney Tamara Felton-Howard
on the day she lost her father.
“Today, my beautiful mother lost her
husband; we lost our father, our children lost their grandfather and the
world lost a great man.”
Felton Sr. was born Feb. 28,
1944, in Midnight, Miss., to Willie
Felton and Myrtis Brown Felton. He
was raised in Omaha, Neb., and
graduated from Omaha Technical
High School in 1962.
He received a bachelor’s degree
from the University of Nebraska,
and then went on to obtain a master’s degree in social services from
the University of Chicago. Felton Sr.
joined the United States Air Force
and met his wife in Miami. They
married on Nov. 24, 1965.
In 1981, he became the first
African-American director of corrections for Pinellas County and the
first in the State of Florida.
In 1992, Felton Sr. was nominated by President George H.W.
Bush to be the U.S. Marshall for
the Middle District of Florida but
his appointment stalled in the Senate — along with hundreds of other
nominations — owing to electionyear politics.
In 1993, he moved to MiamiDade County, where he became the
director of corrections. He was wellestablished in the corrections system and had a heart to serve people.
“If it were up to him to tell, you
would never know about his accomplishments. He didn’t boast or brag
on what he did,” said Rev. Watson
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FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
President, ASALH

Ocoee, Fla., was
founded in the 1850s near
Starke Lake as a camp for
farmworkers located close
to Lake Apopka in Orange
County near Orlando. It is
also the scene were an estimated 70 African Americans were massacred
during the early part of the
20th century.
In a 2010 article written by Paul Ortiz entitled
“Ocoee, Florida: Remembering ‘the single bloodiest day in modern U.S.
political history,’” he
wrote,
“well-organized
group of paramilitaries
killed and drove African
Americans out of the
town.
Houses
were
torched, and refugees
streamed out of western
Orange County for days.”
It was Election Day,
November 2, 1920, and
the black residents of
Ocoee were excited to
cast their ballots for presi-
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dent. As Ortiz stated,
there would have been an
upheaval in the segregated South if blacks were
allowed to vote.
Before the massacre,
black organizations in
Florida, including those in
Ocoee, had been conducting voter registration
drives for nearly a year.
Mose Norman, a prosperous
African-American
farmer and voting rights
activist, tried to vote but
was refused and turned
away twice on Election
Day.
Norman went to Orlando to seek the help of
Judge John Moses Cheney, a Republican running for the Florida
Senate. Cheney instructed
him to write down the
names of all the black people who had been denied
the right to vote and all of
the whites who were violating the constitution.
He rode back to Ocoee
and attempted to vote
again with a few other
black citizens. After being

turned away a third time,
he demanded poll workers’ names. Norman then
loaded a shotgun but was
overpowered, beaten and
forced to flee.
A white lynch mob was
formed
and
started
marching through the
streets. The former police
chief of Orlando led the
bloodthirsty racists on a
hunt to find Norman.
They were steered in the
direction of Julius “July”
Perry’s home.
Perry, another voting
rights activist, and his family defended themselves
against the mob. Defeated,
the estimated 100 white
men left to get reinforcements from Klan members in other counties.
Wounded from the
shootout, Perry fled but
was later found by the
mob. He was arrested and
taken to the hospital to get
his wounds treated. He
was eventually released
into sheriff’s custody and
thrown into jail, where the
sheriff promptly gave over

The 1920 Ocoee massacre
the keys to Perry’s cell.
Perry was dragged
through the streets behind a car to Judge Cheney’s home where his
body was hung and riddled with bullets.
Whites
descended
upon Ocoee from surrounding cities to engage
in a frenzy of violence. The
northern Ocoee black
community
was
destroyed.
Norman escaped and
was not found. Remaining
African Americans in
Ocoee were killed or
driven out by the Ku Klux
Klan and others who
burned down homes,
black-owned businesses,
churches, schools and
lodges.
Many black people
who attempted to flee
were shot and killed.
Those who weren’t caught
left behind their homes
and possessions. After the
massacre, Ocoee became
an all-white town by the
1930 census and remained
that way until 1981.

Residents of the town of Ocoee, Fla.,
before the 1920 massacre.
On June 21 of this year, dressed the large crowd
there was a reckoning. On and unveiled the monuthat date, the Equal Justice ment, which now permaInitiative (EJI) from Selma, nently sits in a prominent
Ala., Truth and Justice place in Heritage Square
Project, Orange County Park, across from the OrGovernment,
Orange ange County Public LiCounty History Center, brary in Orlando.
Orange County Library
Attorney Jacqueline
System and the City of Or- Hubbard graduated from
lando held an EJI Lynch- the Boston University Law
ing marker unveiling School. She is currently the
ceremony honoring Perry. president of the St. PetersThis coalition pro- burg Branch of the Associclaimed that it was “A ation for the Study of
Time for Justice.” Bryan African American Life and
Stevenson of EJI ad- History, Inc.

City’s affordable housing plan needs work
Dear Editor:
Affordable housing is
a widely discussed topic
these days in the City of
St. Petersburg. There
have been articles in the
Tampa Bay Times, The
Weekly Challenger, panel
discussions, symposiums
and other general discussions.
Unfortunately,
there has been a lot more
discussion than action.
Many organizations
within the city have been
working on plans that emphasize their interest in
the topic, but no real idea
that stresses the wellthought-out needs of the
entire city.
The current city administration recently announced a new affordable
housing initiative. I commend the city for finally
doing something; however, the plan put forth
should be seen as a good
first step rather than a finished product.
Affordable housing is
not just housing for lowincome individuals and
families. Studies show
that almost half the people in the city pay more
than 30 percent of their incomes for housing-related
issues.
Thirty percent is the
recommended amount
that families should pay
for housing. If you are

paying more than that,
you need affordable housing solutions or assistance. This problem is not
just isolated within Midtown but is instead a citywide issue.
The things needed to
deal with the affordable
housing crisis effectively:
(1) A well-thought-out
plan based on empirical
data that adequately describes the depth and
magnitude of the problem. The plan developed
needs to be of some consequence to resolve the
issue it is addressing.
The affordable housing crisis facing the city is
a NOW problem. Such as
the city’s sewer problem,
the system has to be fixed
now with a plan to keep
the new upgraded system
effective and operational
for the foreseeable future.
The housing crisis is
similarly a NOW problem
that needs to be fixed immediately with plans to
keep the new approach effective and operational for
the foreseeable future.
The plan announced by
the city has a 10-year time
horizon.
Given the significant
amount of effort needed,
enabling ordinances, the
coordination required between city, state and federal agencies, and the

significant amount of capital that has to be raised,
this is a reasonable time
horizon.
The city did not say
how the program was devised, or the source of the
data utilized to formulate
the plan. They did not outline the depth or magnitude of the problem or
how much of the problem
it is designed to resolve.
Atlanta
just
announced a one billion dollar affordable housing
initiative. Atlanta is a little
less than twice the size of
St. Petersburg. If they
need a billion dollars to
resolve their issue, it is
difficult to imagine that
St. Pete is going to solve
theirs with $60 million.
It is hard to determine
whether this plan is substantive or merely cosmetic because we do not
know how much of the
problem it is trying to resolve.
(2) The plan developed needs an adequate,
dedicated funding source.
Having such a source
would allow for the issuance of bonds that
could be used to construct housing NOW.
The plan developed by
the city, quite frankly,
needs improvement. It is
not sufficient to solve the
problem now or in the fu-
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ture.
It is pretty much a payas-you-go approach. It
needs significant resources NOW that can be
supplemented with funds
from the state and federal
level along with private
monies.
The city is also considering utilizing linkage
fees as a source of funding. Affordable housing is
a citywide problem that
affects almost half its residents. The funding
source utilized to correct
the problem should call
on all citizens to contribute to the resolution of
the issue.
The chamber of commerce developed a plan
similar to the Southside
CRA that would require
10 percent of future property tax revenues citywide to be utilized to fund
affordable housing initiatives.
This approach
would be superior to linkage fees for several reasons, one of which is
because it is not a new
tax. It is a reallocation of
future tax revenues.
Also, it would generate
significantly more revenue than would linkage
fees. There are other advantages noted by the
chamber that are too numerous to outline in this
article.

(3) The plan, to be effective, would require
new infrastructure to ensure its effective implementation. New programs
and initiatives of this size
and magnitude, if left to
current city staff, would
be saddled with operational challenges from the
outset.
While administrative
oversight is necessary for
programs funded by taxpayer dollars, a certain
amount of ingenuity and
entrepreneurial spirit is
required for this type effort that, quite frankly,
does not exist in the current city staff.
A public/private partnership of some kind
would probably make the
most sense. The plan presented by the city is silent
on the management and
administration of this effort. Even if nothing else
happens, they need to seriously look at how this
initiative is to be carried
out.
(4) A 10-year plan
would be administered by
a least two different administrations and as many
as three. To be effective
and not be disrupted —
significantly by a change
of administration — it
needs to be codified either through referendum
or ordinance.

The Weekly Challenger
RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________
Phone No:__________________________________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________
New Subscription _______ (or) Renewal ______
Date: _____________ Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____
Comments: ________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger, P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Advertising

Advertising Dept. 727-896-2922
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922

Larry Newsome
The plan announced
by the city is mostly actions and initiatives already being undertaken
by the current administration. Some things will require council approval,
such as linkage fees. The
announced plan would
probably die or be
changed significantly by
the next incoming administration.
Now that the city has
announced a plan, the
time is now for individuals, civic groups and other
organizations within the
Midtown community to
coalesce around a set of
goals and principles, concerning affordable housing.
This train is ready to
run. Midtown should not
be once again left waiting
at the station while we
squabble amongst ourselves.
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Pastor Houston celebrates 15 years
at Bethel Metropolitan
and grace that you extend toward us,” said Rev.
Houston.
He acknowledged all
of the celery in the room,
singling out Bishop Preston Leonard, who’s
served the city for more
than 60 years.
He thanked the First
Lady for being by his side
on their journey through
life and paid tribute to his
children.
“I loved them as
much right now as I
loved them the day that

they were born and I first
looked into their faces,”
he said.
In his humbled grace,
Rev. Houston said, “God
truly smiled” on not only
his immediate family but
also his church family.
“We are honored to
serve here in this city,
and we are going to be
here as long as the Lord
says so,” Rev. Houston
concluded, thanking the
congregation for every
gift and every prayer that
has been given to them.

3

Breaking
the Cycle

CELEBRATE, from front page

He and his wife Helen
have been married for 38
years and have four
daughters and a host of
grandchildren. In between his military career
and service to the Lord,
he managed to obtain
both masters and doctoral degrees.
His flock showed up
and out! Tributes poured
in from pecans to the latest digital Canon camera.
“I’m just blown away
by everyone’s kindness,
goodness, mercifulness
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Egoism breeds haterism, part 1
Praise the Lord saints.
Well, just as soon as I
stated back with services,
we are back to holding off
until Aug. 18.
The reason is quite
simple.
As I have done for
more than six years of
writing this column, I said
I would not call people out
by their name, but I
would call out their
deeds.
I’ve been saved some
30 years and holiness
since 2003. What that
simply means is I found
out that holiness is the
only doctrine or way of
conducting business as it
relates to Jesus. It’s what
He and many others
stated is what God expects.
I’m not going to get
into that right now, but if
you have bible apps on
your phone, and I’m sure
you do, just search holy
and the variations of the
word and see what you
come up with.
So, we joined our first
church that taught holiness, and we stayed up
until it was time to move.
I won’t go into details, but
it was not a good leave
but a necessary one. You
can come at me all day
long, but the one time
you come at my family, it
would not end well, so I
decided to take the high
road.
The next church we
joined, we are still members today, and if you
have been reading my
column and read the article in the July 25 edition
of The Weekly Challenger, I’ve been elevated
to the highest position
you could obtain, bishopelect.
The reason for the
elect is that I now have to
have at least three other
churches that want to join
our organization, which is
international in size,
Church of God and True

Holiness, Intl. www.cogath.org.
It doesn’t mean you
have to change anything,
you conduct business as
usual, but you would have
an international umbrella
that also brings credentialing and academics up
to and including a D.D.,
which I’m working on
currently.
I know it seems I’m
running on a tangent, but
far from it.
You would think that
as God elevates you in the
kingdom that everyone,
especially ones you would
call your family, spiritual
family, would be happy
for you.
Well, this is not only
not the case, it’s almost
like they have resented
the very fact, to the point
that they would intentionally try to bring harm to
you. Maybe not so much
physically — let’s be clear
we are talking about me
— but from a financial
standpoint.
They have decided to
break a lease that they
were in even after we met
face to face and it was
agreed that everything
would remain the same.
Oh, I forgot to mention, I
purchased the property.
So, to be careful not to
call anyone out and actually say what I feel, I will
say that this has been the
most stressful and hurtful
time this year for me.
One whose kids grew up
in the church with your
kids, has decided that
they could care less about
what kind of position
wrongfully breaking a
lease does to a property
owner.
This is the kind of
mess you would expect in
the world, and I’m quite
sure it happens all the
time, but the church and
close ties.
From the outside
looking in, one would say
or think, “Well, they are
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still at the same position
in the church that you
were when you first
joined, and you have surpassed them. And if that
wasn’t enough, you are
now their landlord, and
they remember when
you didn’t have two nickels to rub together.”
I know, I know, none
of that should matter, and
they should be happy for
you because the Bible
states that as spiritual
brothers and sisters in
Christ when one weeps,
we all weep, when one rejoices, we all rejoice.
Except in this case.
The funny thing is
that some people believe
that once they are over
you spiritually and financially, they are always
over you.
Unbelievable but true
and so sad.
Although God has a
hierarchy in church leadership, He decides who is
to be elevated and when it
is to happen. It’s solely
based on your ability to
grow His kingdom. If
your words have no more
power, God can’t use you.
The evidence simply
is if you have been in leadership for any amount of
time, look at the saints
that you personally have
added to the kingdom and
where they are spiritually.
I hear so many claim
to have been pastoring for
decades, but one glance
says something entirely
different.
Being in a leadership
position never qualifies
you to be a leader. That’s
a joke, but many think
this. Just because you are
popular and you have a
compromising personality, wanting everyone to
like you, God reveals
your true worth to Him in
His kingdom.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Bishop-Elect Rev. Dr.
Robert L. Harrison, Ph.D.

TO THE

E DITOR

Charles Felton goes home
FELTON, from front page

Haynes, a long-time friend
and fraternity brother.
What Felton Sr. would
talk about were his grandchildren. Haynes said they
would talk for hours about
them. He was very proud
of his grandchildren and
loved them dearly.
“Grandpa, I wish you
were still here,” wrote
Chloe Felton, the youngest
grandchild. “You were the
best. Even in the good and
bad times, you were able
to keep us happy.”
One of the little known
facts about Felton Sr. is his
role in making the 16th
Street Federal Post Office
a reality. He, along with
Willie Felton and Charles
Wooten, established a
company that purchased
the land where the current
post office sits.
The Felton, Wooten
and Felton Company
leased the property to the

post office to build a distribution center so the citizens of south St. Pete
would have an improved
quality of life.
Felton Sr. influenced
the lives of so many people, including high decision-makers, inmates and
family. His niece, Deana
Garrett, from Omaha,
Neb., had a life-impacting
experience growing up in
the Felton household.
While living with Uncle
Charles and Aunt Carletha
during her senior year of
high school, she admired
how the couple went about
doing business. When a
decision needed to be
made, she saw them go
into the bedroom and
come out with an answer.
She was so impressed
by the Felton family’s resolve, she and her husband now raise their
children that exact way.

“We will miss his jokes,
his wisdom, and most of
all, his presence. My father
loved the Lord and never
missed an opportunity to
pray with his family. We
were
immeasurably
blessed to have such a
provider, example and
man of God in our lives,”
wrote Howard.
Felton Sr. is survived
by his wife, Carletha; children, Charles Felton, Jr.,
Tamara Felton-Howard,
and Cary Felton; grandchildren, Julian Dudley,
Brandon Dudley, Kesi Felton, Leah Dudley, Charles
Felton III, Kendel Felton
and Chloe Felton; brother,
Melvyn Felton; cousin,
Thelma Brown and many
nieces, nephews and
cousins.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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Chill by the grill
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The early morning rain
may have wet the ground
at the James B. Sanderlin
Center, but it did not
dampen the spirit and excitement of the families
who came to the “Chilled
by the Grill” event Aug. 10.
The center hosted its
annual family fun day with
approximately 350 people
in attendance. Saturday’s
event celebrated the end
of summer and the beginning of a new school year.
“We wanted to be sure
that our students and parents are prepared for the
current school year to
achieve excellence,” said
Executive Director Dr.
Celeste Thomas, who
noted that the turnout was
outstanding.
The James B. Sanderlin Neighborhood Family
Center is a non-profit
agency in south St. Petersburg. The center focuses on family education,
arts, economics, employment, positive values and
health and wellness. Their
mission is to cultivate a
community where children and families are valued, loved and destined to
succeed.
Family fun day has
been a part of the Sander-

lin Center since its inception, according to Raymond Sanderlin, Jr., a
long-term board member
and the nephew of Judge
James B. Sanderlin, the
first
African-American
judge in Pinellas County.
The event became
more formalized as the
years went on, but the goal
has remained the same: to
bring the community together while introducing
the many services available to better lives.
Children received a
backpack full of school
supplies and other items
sponsored by Simply
Healthcare Plans and the
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas County. Free
physicals were conducted, compliments of
the Nurse Practitioners
Association.
In the dining area, finger-licking
barbeque
hamburgers and hotdogs
along with ice pops conquered thirst and hunger.
Across the way from
the dining hall, barbers
made sure the youngsters
were stylish for the first
day of school by providing
free haircuts. Long lines
of students caused throbbing hands and tired feet,
but the barbers worked
until every kid was serviced.
“It is important for our

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
What will you do when
opportunity knocks? Will
you answer and travel an unfamiliar path, or will you ignore the sound and remain
comfortable?
Meet Mo’ne Ikea Davis,
the former Little League
Baseball pitcher who made
history in 2014 at the age of
13. Davis was born on June
24, 2001.
She gained national
headlines at the 2014 Little
League World Series where
she was the first girl to win
and to pitch a shutout. Davis
was also the first AfricanAmerican girl to play in the
Little League World Series
and the first Little League
baseball player to appear on
the cover of Sports Illustrated.
Starting this fall, Davis
will play softball at Hampton
University. There, she plans

to major in communications
and hopes to one day host
her own sports show.
How she arrived in the
history books is a reminder
that sometimes you are
being observed by people
who can expectantly present
you with a possibility that
will significantly improve
your life and the lives of
those around you simply because they want better for
you. These people do exist.
In 2008, Davis was playing football with her brother
and cousins when her athleticism caught the eye of
the program director of a
recreation center in south
Philadelphia. She accepted
his invitation to attend a basketball practice and quickly
learned the drills. Immediately, the program director
was in awe and Davis became his best basketball

children to look the part of
excellence,” said Nick
Samuels, a volunteer from
Foundation of Truth Tabernacle. “A fresh haircut
helps our kids with their
self-esteem. When you look
good then you feel good.
When you feel good then
you perform well. When
you do well then you get excellent results, higher
achievement and you are
recognized as such.”
On the outside, vendors lined the sidewalk
and filled the yard, providing participants with tools
to
increase
literacy,
healthy
eating
and
lifestyles. They also offered nutritional packets
and information, childcare brochures and voting
instructions, which certainly can be important to
citizens desiring to re-establish voting rights.
Other activities for the
kids included bounce
houses, music and the
Tampa Bay Rays, who
gave out cool shades.
Through the rain
clouds, Judge Sanderlin
must have been smiling to
create the rainbow that
hovered over the family
fun day. It was a full and
eventually dry day of fun
festivities.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

She’s had the answer
player on the previously allboys team.
The program director’s
investment in Davis did not
stop on the basketball court.
He worked with sponsors to
help her transfer to a private
girls school. By the age of 10,
Davis was excelling in basketball, baseball and soccer.
Many financial opportunities followed Davis and her
family after her 2014 Little
League performance. Her
appeal continues to be undeniable.
When ESPN broadcasted Davis’ semifinals
game, its overnight rating
continues to be an all-time
high for Little League viewership on its channel. People
wanted to know more about
her.
Davis donated her jersey
to the Baseball Hall of Fame.
In 2015, she released a

memoir and partnered with
the brand M4D3 (Make A
Difference Everyday) to design a line of sneakers for
girls.
She continues to make
celebrity appearances; however, she does so with
greater awareness of her responsibility and impact in
the world. This awareness
stems from life-changing 23day civil rights barnstorming trip to the South she took
with her Philadelphia youth
baseball team in 2015.
The team traveled in a
1947 black and white Flxible
Clipper bus, the same type
of vehicle the Negro League
players traveled in. She listened to civil rights stories
that made her more socially
conscious of current events.
This experience had a significant impact on how she interprets the world.

At age seven, Davis answered when opportunity
knocked. At 13, she did so
again. As Davis enters into
young adulthood, she does
so knowing that she is the
benefactor of those who sac-

rificed before her. She has a
plan. Thus far, she’s had the
answer.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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FAMU welcomes athletes in a first-ever All Sports Reunion
TALLAHASSEE
—
Some of the greatest athletes to walk the highest
of seven hills will return
to the campus of Florida
A& M University Sept. 12.
The Florida A&M University Athletic Department in partnership with
the FAMU All Sports Reunion 2019 Planning Committee has an inaugural
fun-filled weekend of
planned activities honoring all student-athlete
alumni involved in intercollegiate
collegiate
sports at the university.
“FAMU is excited
about the opportunity to
welcome back former athletes, coaches and supporters to their old
stomping grounds,” said

Alvin Hollins, sports information, assistant director
at FAMU. “The reunion is
especially exciting because it’s also the same
weekend as the 43rd Annual Enshrinement Ceremony for the Sports Hall
of Fame where eight people will be inducted.”
The reunion will have
many activities that will
give the athletes a chance
to reunite with former
teammates,
coaches,
sports program directors
and the administrative
sports staffs of their era.
Event schedule:
• All Sports Reunion
Mixer held at the president’s home on Friday,
Sept. 13
• All Sports Reunion

Brunch at the Capital City
Country Club on Saturday, Sept. 14
• All Sports Reunion
Football Tailgate on Saturday afternoon, Sept. 14
• Recognition by
Sport at the Jake Gaither
Classic Football Game on
Saturday night, Sept. 14.
“It’s really about the
former student-athletes
being able to reconnect
with Florida A&M and reconnect with the athletics
program and meet the
current coaches,” Hollins
said. “But, most importantly, it’s a chance to
come home and see how
much the athletics program has grown since
they were students at
FAMU.

The registration fee
for the All Sports Reunion
is $150, which includes
two tickets to the All
Sports Reunion Mixer,
two tickets to the Reunion
Brunch, two tickets to the
Jake Gaither Football
Game, admission to the
Football Tailgate and the
official All Sports Reunion 2019 t-shirt.
Possible hotel accommodations at a discount
rate
include:
Home2Suites, 210 S.
Magnolia Drive, Tallahassee (850-402-8900), Residence Inn Capital, 600 W.
Gaines St., Tallahassee
(850-329-9080) and Hampton Inn, 824 Railroad Ave.,
Tallahassee
(850-6927150.)

All Sports Reunion
participants are asked to
visit the website and register at famusportsre-

union.com. The All Sports
Reunion
registration
deadline is Monday, Aug.
26.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC
$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

The following job(s) are currently available:
• Senior Academic Program Specialist (Job ID 20956)
• Post Award Research Administrator (Job ID 22255)
• Student Programs Coordinator (Job ID 22313)
For information regarding the position(s) listed above, please visit:
http://w)ww.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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Drone program at PTC starts
next month
>
>
>
>
>
>

> FAA Drone
D
Certiffication
Teest Prep
T
p Course @ PTC – Stt.t Petersburg

 %HFRPHDQ)$
)$$&H
$ &HUWUWLƓHG'UR
URQH3LORWř

5HPRWH3LORW&HUWLƓFDWLRQŊ6PDOO
Unmannedd Aircrafftt Systemss (sUAS)






Students will leaarn:
• Hands-on Droone Piloting Skills
p
Limitations,
, Rules,, and Regu
gulations
• Operational
L
Ř 3UHŴLJKWDQG(PHUJHQF\3URFHGXUHV
Ř 5DGLR&RPPXXQLFDWLRQ3URWRFRO
Ř &HUWLƓFDWLRQ
5

5HTXLUHPHQWV
DQG5HVSRQVLELOLWLHV
Ř 6WXGHQWVZLOOEHVFKHGXOHGWRWDNHWKH)$
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$ ([DP

> FOR MORE INNFORMAATTION
727.893.25
727
893 25500 x2630 | Rohland Bryyant
bryantro@ppcsb.org

> ST. PETERSBURG CAMPUS
727.893.25500 | www.myptc.edu
WK6W66W3HWHUVEXUJ)/

125 hours | $800
09/03/19 – 11/21/19
1
TUE, THU | 5 pm
p – 8 pm
SAT | 8 am
a – 12 pm

3LQHOODV&RXQW\6FKRROV_www.pcsb.org
The school Boarrdd off Pinellas Countyy,, Florida, prohhibits any and all forms
Th
off discrimination and harrass
assment based on ra
race,, colorr,, sex, re
religion,
national origin, marital status, age, sexual orientaation or disability
in any off its prroogrraams, services or activities.
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PICK OF THE WEEK!
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ST. PETERSBURG —
Pinellas Technical College (PTC) is opening the
door to new technological
careers to the community.
Beginning next month,
you can start a gamechanging career working
with dynamic drone technology right here in St.
Pete.
From a military innovation to an exciting
hobby to a technology
that’s transforming commercial industries, the
use of drones has rapidly
changed over the past few
years. Future opportunities in the field of drone
technology are limitless.
Officially known as
Remote Pilot–Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems
(sUAS), drones are
changing the way companies do business. Large
corporations such as
Amazon and Google are
testing ways to deliver
packages with drones,
and Facebook is using
drones to provide internet
connections.
In short, the drone industry is booming. You
can take part in this dynamic growth by earning
a certificate from PTC
and by being prepared to
earn your nationally recognized FAA 107 sUAS
certification.
PTC is one of the first
certificate programs that
provide both the FAA 107
preparation as well as actual flight time taught by
certified pilots flying in
real-world
situations.
Most companies want
you to have a minimum of
50-60 hours of flight time.
This 12-week course will
go towards that required
flight time.

Reggie Reed, CEO of
Reggie Reed Roofing, will
be earning his certification in the next class. He
states that “the use of
drones can save me
tremendous time by not
having to use ladders to
access
commercial
rooftops in malls, condos
and highrise commercial
buildings.”
Today’s jobs requiring tomorrow’s technology
• A local municipality
no longer requires their
building inspectors to
climb ladders to inspect
but require contractors to
provide photographs or
drone video
• Agriculture industry uses drones to manage livestock and survey
crops
• Realtors use drones

to capture high-definition
images of neighborhoods
• Surveyors use
drones to assist in plotting boundaries
• Filmmakers and
photographers
use
drones to capture aerial
shots
•
Photojournalists
use drones to capture
breaking news
Locally, the City of St.
Petersburg is using
drones to monitor the
monthly
building
progress of the new St.
Petersburg Pier, opening
in the spring of 2020.
For more information,
please contact PTC St.
Pete Campus at 727-8932500 ext. 2500, email Rohland Bryant, community
outreach coordinator at
bryantro@pcsb.org or
visit www.myptc.edu.
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PLEA SE JOIN US
U F OR THE POYNTE
ER INS TITUTE’ S

OF JOUR
RNALISM

Saturday, November 2, 2019
The Vinoy Renaissance Resort
501 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg

Purchase
e Tickets T
To
oday at
Poyntter.org/Bowtie
Cocktail Atttire - Bowties Encouraged
All proceeds beneffiit the
A
t nonproffiit Po
oy
ynter Institute in advancing
excellence in journallism and promoting fa
ex
fact-based ex
expression.

M
MEDIA SPONSORS:

KAT
TIE COURIC

NORMA
AN PEARLSTINE

Anchor, “Toda
o y” show and the “CB
BS Evening News,”
Author and Media Entrepreneur

News Executive, Los Angeles Times,
Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, Time, Inc.

The Healthy Start program is hosting their 3rd annual photo contest and this
\HDU·VWKHPHLV celebrating fathers and fatherhood. Please share a photo with
us that reflects what you love most about your relationship with your child.
Share your best photo for a chance to win the cover of the 2020 Healthy Start
calendar and bragging rights-that \RX·UHWKH Most Valuable Father (M.V.F.).

How to enter:
Go to link online.
Complete form and submit a re
r cent photo (within 6 months).
C o n t es t w i n n e r s w i l l p ar t ic i p a te i n a p h ot o s h o ot w i t h t h e ir c h i l d ( r e n) .
T h e gr a nd pr i ze w i n n e r w i l l b e f ea t ur e d o n th e 2 02 0 H e a l t h y S t a r t c a le n d ar c o v e r !
R u n n er s- up will b e f e a t ure d as a d if f er e nt m on t h wit h in t he 2 0 20 c a le n d ar .
C a le n d ar sc h e d u le d to b e r e lea se d D ec em b er 2019.
R e g i s t er a n d s u bm i t p h o to s on l i n e at www. H o pk i ns A l l C h i l d r en s . or g / p ho t o c o nt e s t
R e g i s tr a t i o n e n ds on S ept e mb e r 6 th .
F M I , p le as e c a ll 7 2 7- 767-6 7 8 0 or vis it ww w. H o pk ins AllC h ildr e ns. o rg / H ea lt h ySt a r t
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Experts In Life-Changing Care
By LaShante Keys, Empath Health Community Outreach Specialist

Making an impact on care

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

It is an honor working in partnership with the community. We appreciate all the support.
A big thanks to the many community partners who help us link the
African-American community to the
care and support they need from the
Empath Health integrated network of
care. Another huge thanks to every patient, client and family for trusting us to
be a part of their lives and care.
I believe trust is one of the most significant barriers with the African-American community obtaining our services.
We have focused a lot of our programming on building relationships and
trust. Our relationships and events
have played a major role in raising
awareness about the services of Empath Health.
Our Gospel Health Breakfast is a
great partnership with the community
and Empath Health members; each
year, we have seen an increase in attendance.
Last year we welcomed 55 men to
our first African-American Men’s
Health Forum, and we hope to do another. Our Care Council, which started
in St. Petersburg, has expanded and is
making strides into mid-Pinellas and
north Pinellas County.
We have new partnerships with
Pinellas County Schools, the Ridgecrest community, the MLK Foundation
and the Cole Links Foundation. Our
council members are wonderful ambassadors and advocates for sharing information with the community.
Another essential piece of our outreach is providing community presentations at churches, recreation centers,
schools and more. We present an
overview of what Empath Heath and
Suncoast Hospice offer.
Additional presentations on music

WWW.T HE W EEKLY C HALLENGER . COM
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OUT OUR WEBSITE!
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therapy, volunteer opportunities or
other services may be requested.
The number one presentation that I
do is on our Suncoast PACE all-inclusive senior care program. The community loves PACE and what it offers. We
have been able to provide more presentations on living wills and advance care
planning.
A lot of individuals want presentations on our EPIC HIV services and
grief counseling. There are many people dealing with grief in the community,
and people are starting to take advantage of our services. We also do well
with our children’s grief camp. People
feel that it is OK to access mental
health.
A new area we are looking to develop is a caregiver program, requested
by our Care Council. There are a lot of
people who do not realize that they are
caregivers or need support.
Doing this work in the community
has impacted my life. I enjoy seeing the
difference that we make being part of
the community’s care. It is rewarding
when I see someone who is elderly do
a living will and not get taken advantage
of, when I get a phone call from a family
member who needs to be connected to
hospice services or when I get a request from someone who wants to become a volunteer.
We look forward to creating many
more meaningful partnerships and collaboration in the years to come. We are
excited about what the future holds and
thankful for the community trusting
Empath Health to be a part of their life
care.
To learn more about Empath
Health, visit EmpathHealth.org. For
more information or to join our Care
Council, call (727) 523-3427.
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Medical conditions that affect dental health
BY DR. MENDEE LIGON

As a longtime resident of
the Greater Pinellas Point
area for more than 25 years,
we would like to help raise
awareness of the connection
between medical conditions
and how they affect oral
health. The same dental conditions when left untreated
can also cause medical conditions to worsen or become
more challenging to treat.
Asthma, allergies, cancer psychological disorders, hormone imbalances,

thyroid disorders, diabetes
and high blood pressure
are some medical conditions that may affect your
oral health and create these
common questions:
• Why do my teeth
seem darker?
• Why am I losing my
sense of taste?
• Why does my mouth
feel dry?
• Why do I see my
gums drop and color
changes in my tissue?
• Why am I developing
cavities?

If you have been diagnosed with Diabetes Type I
or II, your risk of developing
periodontal disease increases
significantly.
Research has shown by
decreasing the bacteria that
live in gum pockets, blood
sugar levels can be managed
better. Some studies indicate
people with gum disease
when compared to people
without gum disease were
more likely to develop heart
disease.
Other studies show that
women with gum disease are
more likely to deliver premature and low birth weight babies. While we did not know
that gum disease causes
these conditions, research
has established a connection.
In the meantime, it is a
fact that controlling gum disease can save your teeth.
Whether periodontal gum
disease is stopped, slows
down or worsens depends a
great deal on how well you
care for your teeth and gums

daily.
The main goal of treatment is to control the infection. The number and types
of treatment will vary depending on the extent of the
gum disease, and any treatment requires that the patient
keep up good daily care at
home.
The doctors may also
suggest changing certain behaviors such as quitting
smoking and improving or
modifying home care techniques as a way to improve
treatment outcome. Antibiotic therapies may be started
orally or placed locally in the
gum pockets routinely to
control infections.
Periodontal conditions,
whether caused by a bacterial infection or adverse reaction to medications, can
make it difficult to eat, swallow, taste and even speak. Periodontal
disease
or
inflammation can be caused
by certain medical conditions
and the use of medications.

Some of the most common
are:
• Diabetes Type I or II
• Bronchodilators (typically used for asthma)
• Decongestants (usually used for colds)
• Diuretics (typically
used to increase flow of
urine)
• Muscle relaxants
• Narcotics analgesics
• Sedatives (typically
known as tranquilizers)
• Anti-anxiety medications
• Anti-depressant medications
• Anti-hypertensive
medications
• Anti-parkinsonian
medications
• Oral contraceptives
and hormone replacements
• Thyroid medications
• Cancer treatments (radiation and chemotherapy
and medicines)
All of these can cause
swelling, sensitivity, abnormal bleeding, changes in the

Dr. Mendee Ligon
teeth and other oral issues.
It’s important to let your
dentist know about all your
medical conditions and your
medical history. Your dentist
needs to know if you have
been ill or in the hospital recently.
They also need to know
the herbal medicines, overthe-counter products, prescriptions,
doses
and
frequency that you are taking
as well as the name of your
physician. This will ensure
that your dentist can treat you
in the most safe and effective
way possible.
Ligion & Ligon D.D.S.,
P.A., 5201 Central Avenue,
St. Petersburg, FL 33710,
727-321-7880

More than vegetables are sprouting up at new Youth Farm
FARM, from front page

More than 100 surveys
responded in support of the
garden project with 82 percent indicating they’d like to
volunteer. Stakeholder workshops were then held in 2018
to discuss ideas and strategies to engage partnerships,
community participation and
other steps.
About 65 stakeholder
representatives from 32 different organizations involved
in youth and workforce development to education and
food systems attended the
workshops. Youth farms
around the country such as
Grow Dat Youth Farm in
New Orleans were used as
models.
According to Rick Smith,
St. Pete’s economic development manager, city council
approved the project last year.
Their contribution was a total
of $305,000 for the interns’
stipends, the site’s preparation and remediation through
the Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) tax increment financing (TIF).
The Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg also
contributed around $200,000
towards the job positions
through spring 2020.
The future farm will be located behind the Enoch
Davis Center on a 0.83-acre
parcel of land where houses
once stood. An environmental assessment, funded by an
Environmental Protection
Agency Brownfields grant,
found unwanted chemicals
and mold.
Garden
remediation
funds were approved by city
council in July for cleanup
starting late this month
through September. The
cleanup will remove contaminated soil and backfill the
area with fresh compost. An-

other assessment will determine if plants are better
grown in the ground or
raised beds.
Bristol expects completion of the farm by next summer.
For the pilot, a community outreach team was
formed for recruitment. According to Smith, about 80
applications for youth interns
and supervisory positions
were reviewed. The team selected interviewees based on
references and CRA residency, which encompasses
Fourth Street to 49th Street
and from Second Avenue
North to 30th Avenue South.
Each speaker taught one
of the farm’s key components: entrepreneurship experience and training, youth
leadership
development,
food systems training and education and culinary training.
Elizabeth Siplin, the
founder of Empact Solutions,
instructed the leadership
portion using games such as
Taboo to help identify leaders
and steer the shyest interns
into leadership roles, which
helped bring them out of
their shells.
Emmanuel Roux, who
works at Agrihood, introduces the group to urban
farming.
“Once they get their
hands in the dirt, they are
going to do very good
things… they have energy
and interest and want to have
an impact in the community,”
Roux describing the group’s
interest in gardening.
The group partnered
with more than 40 organizations including the City of St.
Petersburg, Foundation for a
Healthy St. Pete, Pinellas Education Foundation, Pinellas
County Schools, St. Pete

St. Pete High School
student Kalia Early said
the program was a
“really fun way to
have a job and work.”

Fifteen-year-old
Ashton Williams now
wants to start planting
at home so he can
teach his family
how to garden

“I thought you just put
it in the ground and
put water on it,” said
14-year-old Anaya
Graham.

“It was amazing to me.
It was really new,” said
15-year-old Asianna
Mckinnes

Time Bank, Florida CEED
and Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition.
Interns receive an hourly
stipend of $10 to $12. During
the summer, some earned
unpaid credit hours while attending meetings and doing
extra work. In partnership
with St. Pete Time Bank,
those hours are now stored
and ready to exchange for
other goods and services
such as tutoring, repairs or
babysitting.
“They’re here by choice,”
Bristol said. “They loved
being able to attend meetings, meet community leaders, engagement with our
seniors and have their voices
be heard and valued.”
For some of the youth,
the program sparked interests not only in gardening but
also in business and leadership skills such as Kareem
Alexander.
The Gibbs High School
student joined the program
when recruiting members
came to Bartlett Park where
he attended camp.
“From there to now, I’ve
just been with this whole program,” Kareem, 15, said.
He remembered the first
two weeks of just sitting and
listening to lectures. Soon the
instructors incorporated activities such as putting a
marshmallow on top of a noodle tower without it falling before five seconds. He said that
the lesson taught him to have
a strong structure “to be able
to have our business grow.”
“Everything they taught
us was very valuable,” said
the budding entrepreneur.
“Stuff we can take to the real
world and help make the
youth farm grow.”
Kareem was elected
president of the Youth Farm
board. He has represented
the group in panel discussions and community meetings such as the Citizen
Advisory Committee.
Jamar Tarber applied
through the Pinellas County
Urban League while looking
for jobs “to stay out of trouble.” He likes being out in the
sun doing gardening work.
“I got to try new things…
fruits I thought I’d never eat,”
Jamar, 17, said.
Kalia Early, a St. Pete
High student, saw the group
as an opportunity to seek her
interest in “growing things”

and starting a garden. From
making dishes to making
friends, she described the
program as a “really fun way
to have a job and work.”
Being the group’s secretary, Kalia is learning how
business operations work.
She wants to own a skincare
business in the future.
“I have never done anything like this,” said the 14year-old. “It’s interesting that
I’m a kid and that I can also
be a leader.”
For Anaya Graham, who
attends The Boca Ciega High
School, it was an opportunity
to learn how gardening
works.
“I thought you just put it
in the ground and put water
on it,” Anaya, 14, said. “But it’s
more than just putting it in
the ground and throwing
water in it.”
Anaya learned leadership
skills such as “taking a stand”
and “bring out your own
ideas.” She is looking forward to seeing what new concepts will sprout forth from
her group in the coming
months.
Fifteen-year-old Ashton
Williams, who is already
sounding like an agriculturist
or ecologist, is interested in
growing his own food.
“There is less demand to
go to the supermarket, so
there is less pollution,” said
the Gibbs High School student about the importance of
gardening.
Ashton feels working
with others has made him
more sociable, and wants to
start a garden at home so he
can teach his family.
Lakewood
High’s
Asianna Mckinnes sees herself as an independent person. She said that talking and
sharing ideas was a challenge
for her.
“It was amazing to me. It
was really new,” said the 15year-old.
The main goal of the
farm, Bristol said, is growing
healthy food that can be sold
to the community. They currently have a mini-garden
with about 300 seeds planted
including pumpkin, cucumber and squash.
The program is in the
process of forming a food cooperative, which Asianna describes as “every member
gets a voice… and it’s not just
a one boss thing.”

From June 10-July 18, 15 high-school-aged
interns attended the Youth Farm pilot program
at the Enoch Davis Center.

Meanwhile, the interns
have created presentation
boards of future garden designs. Their suggestions include tool sheds, book
houses, solar panels, a learning center and a gazebo.
The farm has no official
title yet, and the group is
looking for community input
in the naming process. Community discussion and funding will determine the final
look.
Bristol describes the pilot
program as “a rich summer”
with the young people taking
opportunities to learn and
take charge. Watching teens
leading meetings, providing
demonstrations, electing
their own board and talking
with community leaders is “a
major development.”
“In a few weeks, they
were more open, less
closed,” Bristol averred.
They enjoyed “being part of
the program.”
The alpha class will mentor the fall cohort, which beings Sept. 9 and runs
through Jan.18 at the Enoch
Davis Center. The 18-week
fall sessions are scheduled
Monday through Thursday
from 3-5 p.m. and every second Saturday from 8 a.m. to
noon.
The summer cohort will
continue on in the fall and
learn more about marketing
and forming cooperatives.
Kareem and his fellow interns will attend local meetings,
participate
as
workgroups and steering
committee. Other responsibilities include creating bylaws, forms and schedules
and a community market.
As for the community,
monthly meetings entitled
“Crockpot and Conversation”
will focus on the group’s
progress and the CRA’s food
security with healthy recipe
exchanges. The first meeting
begins Aug. 23 at the Enoch
Davis Center.
“The idea is that you don’t
have to be in a farm environment to have these conversations,” asserted Bristol. “We
want to have them as normal
conversations that we have as
a community.”
Applications for the fall
cohort are available at the following five recreation centers: Enoch Davis, Frank H.
Pierce, Childs Park, Campbell Park and Thomas “Jet”
Jackson. The completed

Kareem Alexander, 15,
was elected president
of the Youth Farm
board.

Ja’Nyria Cole joined
the summer cohort
after someone
dropped out.

Jamar Tarber, 17, likes
being out in the sun
doing gardening work.
form must be submitted to
one of the centers by Aug. 23.
You can also apply online at
www.stpete.org/youthfarm
by the deadline.
To be considered for the
position, you must be between the ages of 14-18, enrolled in high school, live in
the CRA and have two or
three references such as a
teacher, coach, pastor or
youth leader. Only 15 applicants will be selected.
Applicant
interviews
begin Tuesday, Aug. 20
through Thursday, Aug. 22,
with additional interviews the
following week. Selected applicants will be notified by
Sept. 3 to attend the program’s orientation on Sept. 6
at the Enoch Davis Center.
For more information,
contact Carla Bristol (727)
565-3930 or email her at
pcs.bristolc@pcsb.org.
To reach Jeffrey Zanker,
email jzanker@theweeklychallenger.com

Enjoying the “fruits” of their labor

CHURCH DIRECTORY
10

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Calm
“It is amazing to hear a scripture, that tells you to be still.
GOD knows when we are weary and we need to heed HIS will.
To be aware of GOD’s holy presence and to feel HIS peaceful calm;
For HIS peace, strength and comfort provide JESUS’ miracle healing balm.
Today I am in special need of GOD’s awesome healing power;
Trusting in HIS promises, my heart knows that JESUS is my strong tower.
I will be calm because I know in my heart that by HIS stripes I am healed;
GOD’s love and grace will see me through and victory will soon be revealed.
As GOD walks with me through every storm, HE always holds me and keeps
me calm;
For I know that JESUS abides in me, for the proof is in HIS awesome Psalms.
As I rest in GOD’s blessed assurance, my healing is in HIS hands;
JESUS keeps me calm as HE touches me and HE shows me how to stand.
My soul cried out for healing and rest, GOD heard my fervent prayer;
Thank You for keeping me calm LORD JESUS, I know that You will always be
there.”
AMEN
“GOD is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble” Psalm 46:1
“He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still” Psalm 107:29
“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will
be exalted in the earth.” Psalm 46:10

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s Desk
Are you ever troubled?
Peace I leave with you, My
peace I give to you . . . John
14:27
There are times in our
lives when our peace is
based simply on our own ignorance. But when we are
awakened to the realities of
life, true inner peace is impossible unless it is received
from Jesus. When the Lord
speaks peace, He creates
peace, because the words
that He speaks are always
“spirit, and they are life”
(John 6:63) Have you ever received what Jesus speaks? “.
. . My peace I give to you . . .”
– a peace that comes from
looking into His face and
fully understanding and receiving His quiet contentment.
Are you severely troubled right now? Are you
afraid and confused by the
waves and the turbulence
God sovereignly allows to
enter your life? Have you left
no stone of your faith un-

turned, yet still not found any
well of peace, joy or comfort?
Does your life seem completely barren to you? Then
look up and receive the quiet
contentment of the Lord
Jesus. Reflecting His peace
is proof that you are in right
relationship with God, because you are exhibiting the
freedom to turn your mind to
Him. If you are not in right
relationship with God, you
can never return your mind
anywhere but on yourself.
Allowing anything to hide the
face of Jesus Christ from you
either causes you to become
troubled or gives you a false
sense of security.
With regard to the problems that are pressing in on
you right now, are you “looking up to Jesus” (Hebrews
12:2) and receiving peace
from Him? If so, He will be a
gracious blessing of peace
exhibited in and through
you. But if you only try to
worry your way out of the
problems, you destroy His
effectiveness in you. E be-

come troubled because we
have not been taking Him
into account. When a person
confers with Jesus Christ, the
confusion stops because
there is no confusion in Him.
Beloved family, lay everything out before Him and
when you are faced with difficulty, bereavement, and sorrow, listen to Him say, let not
your heart be troubled . . .”
The Deaconess will hold
a movie night fellowship
showing ‘The Shack’ on Saturday, August 24th at 5:00
p.m. for the women of St.
Mark. Come dressed casual
and be prepared to have fun!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Mind your own business
Scripture - “Study to be
quiet, to do your own business, and to work with your
own hands (I Thessalonians
4:11).”
Denial – I refuse to be
distracted by what others are
doing or not doing.
Affirmation – God’s purpose for my life has my full
and complete attention.
You are not here by accident. You are here for a purpose. You are here to do
God’s business on the earth.
What that looks like for you
is unique based on the gifts
that God has given you.

Therefore, it is imperative not
to compare yourself to others.
When Jesus was questioned by his parents about
where he was and what he
was doing, his response was,
“I must be about my Father’s
business (Luke 2:41-52).”
Joseph’s business was carpentry, so they knew that he
was not talking about his natural father. Jesus was talking
about his clarion call to do to
ministry, his heavenly Father’s business.
You are a part of God’s
family and you have a part in

the family business of changing lives and having a positive
impact on the earth. You are
a unique expression of the
Divine and what you are
called to be cannot be replicated and what you are called
to do cannot be duplicated.
Reflection Question –
What is your business plan
for God’s work through you?
Think about your unique
gifts, features, and talents.
Musical Activity: What
song can be your theme song
to keep you motivated as you
go about the business that
God assigned you to do?

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Moving Beyond Religion to a
Relationship with God
Scripture - “For whosoever shall do the will of my
Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and
sister, and mother (Matthew
12:50).”
Denial – Spirituality is
not about religious rituals; it
is all about my relationship
with God.
Affirmation – My relationship with God provides
everything that I need.
It is important that you
pay attention to how you use
the word, “my”. Whenever
you say, my, you are claiming
someone or something as
your own. My means ownership and possession. If you
don’t desire to possess something and own it, don’t use
the word, “my”. For example, never claim sickness,
pain, disease, discomfort, or
dysfunction as yours. Instead

of saying my high blood pressure, say, the high blood
pressure. Using the word,
the, recognizes its’ existence
but it also acknowledges that
it does not belong to you. It is
just passing through you.
When
Jesus,
the
Wayshower, said my Father,
he was claiming his personal
relationship with God (Luke
2:41-52). His relationship
with God superseded the religious rituals and dogma of
his time. The Jews did not
claim God as their father because of the implications of
fatherhood. The goal of parenthood was for the child to
be equal to or greater than
the parents (John 10:30-36).
It is God’s desire that you
live a happy, healthy, prosperous, and successful life.
Having a personal relationship with God entitles you to

all these rights and privileges
as God’s offspring. You are
an heir of God and joint heir
with Christ Jesus (Romans
8:17). There is no part of God
that is cut off from you. You
have access to all that God is
and all that God has is yours.
Reflection Question –
When did your relationship
with God become personal?
What circumstances in your
life led you to strengthen
your relationship with God?
Journal Activity – Write
about it what it means to you
to be God’s child. Write your
thoughts, feelings, and beliefs about being a Divine
Being.
This article is an excerpt
from the book Wayshower: A
New View of Jesus. It’s available on Amazon or doctorpulley.com.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church located at 1121 22nd Sreet
South, Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr., Pastor
will observe its’ annual Revival Meeting, August 21-23. Three nights of power packed
preaching.

Service time will begin nightly at
7:30pm. The Evangelist will be the Reverend James Holt, pastor of True Faith and
Deliverance Church of the city.
We are inviting the entire community to
come out and hear the Word of God..
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Running against the establishment!
Dear Editor:
My name is Anne
Hirsch, and with the support of the people, I will be
the next District 5 City
Councilperson.
At a time when our city
and country are more divided than ever, reparations is the way to unite St.
Petersburg and bring justice to the black community. When we begin with
reparations, we can solve
all the problems in the city.
This is a message that
is already resonating with
thousands of people in St.
Pete and beyond, as seen
in the national outpouring
of support for the Eritha
Akile Cainion, my running
mate, whose District 7
campaign raised more than
$13,000 in one week from
people in 39 states and the
District of Columbia.
Together we can stop
the greedy developers,
crooked politicians and luxury high-rise condos by
uniting with the black community who has been on
the front lines of this struggle for decades.
Together we can make
St. Pete a model of unity in
a country torn apart by
racist politicians, white nationalist fringe groups and
genocidal policies at our
border.
I support reparations to
the black community. I am
running against the establishment. I am the only
candidate in District 5 who
is pushing back against the
status quo of gentrification
and big development at the
expense of the neighborhoods.
St. Petersburg is a city
divided. The white north
side of town has been developed at the expense and
by exploiting the labor of
the black community in
south St. Pete. Thirty per-

cent of the south side’s
black community live
below the poverty line and
are forced to use 54 percent of their income on
housing, being left with
only six dollars a day for
food, clothing and other
necessities.
Police brutalize and kill
the black community in St.
Petersburg with impunity!
We can do better in St.
Petersburg.
I am running in a mixed
district. I represent all of
the people of District 5.
To the black community, I say I am committed
to righting the wrongs that
built my community at
your expense. I refuse to
participate in the current
administration’s plans to
push you out of your neighborhoods.
To the white community, I speak for you when I
call for justice in our city so
that we can all move forward together. The only
way that can happen is
through reparations to the
black community.
When I am elected, the
land under the Trop will be
returned to the black community to create economic
development and build affordable housing. Jordan
Park will be returned to the
black community and put
under the control of the
residents who live there.
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We will halt the building of any more luxury
apartments, and require
the millionaire developers
to pay to fix the sewage infrastructure they are
stressing.
We must reprioritize
the city’s budget to focus
on the people and the
neighborhoods.
When I am elected, we
will no longer spend a fifth
of the city’s budget on the
police department. In fact,
we will retrofit that new
“green” police station to
house the homeless in our
city.
I support the call for
black community control
of the police in black neighborhoods. That is a solution that just makes sense.
When we begin with
reparations, we create a
city where all workers have
power, and where affordable housing is a top priority.
Hundreds of people are
supporting this platform!
We have 15 more days to
push it through the primary! Join us! Go to votehirsch.com to donate and
volunteer!
My name is Anne
Hirsch, and with your vote,
I will be the next District 5
City Councilperson. Together we can move forward with Unity Through
Reparations.

National donations for local
reparations platform
Dear editor:
My name is Eritha Akile
Cainion, and with the support of the people, I’ll be the
next District 7 City Councilwoman in St. Petersburg.
I am the only person in
my race running on a platform of reparations to the
black community, the only
genuinely progressive platform that addresses the oppression, needs, and
aspirations of the black community - something rarely
done in an election.
I’m running at a critical
time, where the south side
black community is being
pushed out to make room
for expensive luxury apartments and other developments by big money,
predatory land developers.
The city government
has revealed their priorities
- turning this city into a playground for millionaires at
the expense of the black
community and all working
people in this city.
This campaign, however, is determined to set
the priorities of our city
straight and put power into
the hands of the people.
The vision of a reparations city, where gentrification has come to a
screeching halt, where
there is progress for every
community, has captivated
the imagination of thousands across the country;
where the issues we face in
St. Pete mirror those in New
York, California, Illinois,
Texas, etc.
So much so that in one
week, our campaign was
able to raise $13,000 from
donors located in 39 states
across the U.S., from more
than 500 individual contributions.
We gained so much sup-

port that in trying to enter
the campaign finance reports, which are mandatory
for every candidate, the
city’s reporting system
crashed TWICE, unable to
process such overwhelming support with its current
set up.
This is believed to be the
first time that’s ever happened, including in a mayoral election.
The donations averaged
out to $27 a person, which
proves this is a people-powered campaign!
My opponent, the incumbent, has the financial
support of big real estate developers and the establishment. I am incredibly proud
of the fact that my campaign
and our platform of reparations and economic development for the black
community are spreading
like wildfire, receiving the
support of people from
around the country.
In addition to those who
live in St. Pete who have donated, black people around
the U.S. are clamoring for
our victory because they
can see that a victory for us
is a victory for them, a victory for black people in
every city who are fighting
back against the same gentrification that is happening
here. This is a victory for the
movement of reparations!
I want to take this oppor-

tunity to thank the supporters of this campaign,
whether volunteering your
time, donating, and or sharing our content with friends
and family in person or via
social media, it is the power
of the people that are making these victories happen.
It will be all of you that
secure the future of the
black community in St. Petersburg, Florida.
The people will win this
battle against gentrification,
corruption and big monied
interests.
Big money won’t get to
pay for the candidate that
they want to continue doing
their bidding.
They won’t get to buy
this election!
The people’s movement
is here, we are not backing
down, and we will fight until
victory is won.
I thank all of you for your
tremendous support; because of you, we will make
history!
We are winning!
Make the south side
black again!
Unity through reparations!
Fill in your ballot for
Eritha Akile Cainion for District 7 City Council on Tuesday, Aug. 27!
Visit VoteAkile.com to
donate and learn more
about my 10-point reparations platform.

